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DATES TO REMEMBER 
Nov. 1 -16 – Fall Fundraiser 
Nov. 8 & 9 – WNC Conference (Playschool will be 
CLOSED) 
Nov 9 – Movie Night 
Nov. 13, 14, and 16 – School Pictures 
Nov. 16– Turn in all Operation Christmas Child 
boxes in to classroom & All Fall Fundraiser 
Forms 
Nov. 18 – Dedication Service and Children’s 
Parade for Christmas boxes 11:00 AM 
Nov. 21. 22, & 23 – Thanksgiving Break -
Playschool Closed  
Nov. 26 – Angel Tree Kick Off 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Dec. 12 – Supper With Santa 
Dec. 19-Jan 1 – Christmas Break 

 
***School will be closed November 8 

and 9 for the WNC Workshop *** 
School will also be closed November 21, 
22, and 23 for Thanksgiving Break*** 

 
Please Help Keep our Kids Healthy 

As you know there has been a virus 
going around. We have talked to 
other preschools and it seems to 

be everywhere. For most children 
and adults the virus means a couple days of fever 
and feeling bad. A few of our children have not 
been as lucky. They have ended up in the hospital. 
We understand that children may be fine in the 
morning and become sick very quickly, but please 
pay close attention to your child. If they are fussy 
and not acting like themselves, they are probably 
showing the first signs of being sick. If everyone 
is very careful and keep children home while sick 
we should get through this. 

WNC Workshop 
November 8 and 9 

Our teachers are 
going to school. 

Each fall the Western North 
Carolina Conference holds a 
workshop for teachers and directors 
who work with preschool children. The conference 
offers two days where over fifty different 
classes are available. Our staff is signed up for 
some great classes! All staff with the exception 
of our teachers of four year olds will attend this 
conference. Susan and Debbie will be visiting and 
observing Countryside Montessori.  

 

November 
Birthdays 

 
Five years old 

Hope Blair                            November 12 
 
Four years old 

Tyler Figaro   November 5 
Owen Lanham   November 6 
Melvin Sifford  November 11 
Colby Lane   November 15 
Jeffrey Sorto                     November 23 

 
Three years old 

Owen Thornburg  November 4 
Mason Kaleda                       November 19 
John Cherian                       November 20 
Zachary Boulware                November 27 

 
Two years olds 

Lex Bots                              November 6 
Harrison Wilkens                 November 15 

 
One year olds 

Jozy Bass                             November 29 



Subs Needed 
If your children are enrolled on Monday and 
Tuesday and you have considered signing up as a 
substitute teacher, you are needed. We have some 
excellent subs, but in most cases with our full 
house this year we have problems finding space 
for the substitutes’ children who are not already 
enrolled for that day. If you are interested, sign 
up on the sign up sheet by Miss Crystal’s office or 
talk to Ms Terri.  

 Picture Time 
Event Images will be at our school on November 13, 14 
and 16. We have used them for quite a few years and 
are very please with them. Your child’s teacher will let 
you know  which day your child is 

scheduled. Your child will 
have a few poses made 
with Christmas props and 
a few without. If you 
would rather have all 
poses done with Christmas 

props or would like no props to be used, let Crystal or 
Jennifer know in the Playschool office. The pictures 
will be back in time for Christmas. Siblings will have a 
couple poses done together. If you would like a child’s 
picture taken that is not enrolled in the school, just 
bring them at 9:00am on the day that your other child 
is scheduled and those pictures will be taken first. 
Class pictures will not be taken at this time, but they 
will be taken in the spring when Event Images returns 
to take pictures of this year’s graduating class. 

 

Are You A Crafty Parent??? 
We are looking for a crafty parent to 
make some geo boards for us.  A geo 
board consist of a sanded square 

with finished nails.  The children 
use the boards with rubber bands 

to make shapes and anything else 
there creative mind can think to do.  We can order 
the plastic boards but they are no where near the 
quality of the homemade wooden boards that we 
already have.  If you are interested in helping us 
out we have samples!  See Claudia or Crystal. 

 
 

Life in the        
Classroom  

With Miss Cindy, Miss Becky & Miss Alicia 
Life in “Miss” Cindy, “Miss” Alicia and “Miss” 
Becky’s classroom is always exciting!  Each day is a 
new adventure in making friends and inventing new 
worlds.  Every morning, we begin our day with table 
activities like puzzles, blocks, and sorting as we wait for 
all of our friends to arrive.  Once everyone is here, we 
have loads of fun during free play.  After rousing clean 
up time, we love circle time where we work on learning 
about and using our calendar.  Our favorite part is 
giving “Miss” Cindy the day’s weather report!  Art time 
is next and is always fun.  “Miss” Cindy lets us do 
stamp art, gluing, cutting and coloring too!  During 
snack time, we are learning a new blessing and we love 
Teddy Grahams!  Before we head to the playground it’s 
time for singing with “Miss” Kim and “Miss” Andrea’s 
older three year olds.  We have quite a repertoire 
already and one of our favorites is “The Lord’s Army” 
because we get to stomp and salute!  After a quick potty 
break, we’re off to the playground.  Building sand 
castles, swinging, and playing in the fort are our 
specialties!  When it gets to be time to head back in, we 
rarely want to go.  Back in our classroom, while we wait 
to head to lunch or wait for our Mommies and Daddies 
to pick us up, we love to look through our large book 
collection and talk about the pictures.  By the end of our 
day, “Miss” Cindy, “Miss” Alicia and “Miss” Becky 
have effectively worn us out!  We have so much fun 
each day learning, laughing and playing.  
 
Join us on  
Sundays and  
be a part of our family. 
It’s the most wonderful time of the year!  
Celebrate the birth of our Lord at Trinity 
United Methodist Church 
Sunday November 18th 11:00 AM Worship:  
The Children’s Parade of Operation 
Christmas Child Shoeboxes. We’ve prayed and packed the boxes to 
send to little ones around the world. Our children present the boxes 
to the Lord today. This is sweet. 
Sunday, December 9th – 7:00 PM:  
Children’s Christmas Program 

 The children will be acting out the birth of Christ, with the help of 
several stirring mice. 
Wednesday, December 12th  – 6:00 PM: Supper with Santa in the 
Family Life Center at Trinity United Methodist Church. Don’t 
miss this yearly tradition hosted by Trinity Playschool, Long Creek 
Volunteer Fire Department and the Hot Dog Committee as Santa 
arrives by fire truck to visit with and hear all the children’s 
Christmas wishes. 
Sunday, December 16th – 7:00 PM: The very talented Sanctuary 
Choir of Trinity Untied Methodist Church presents a wonderful 
musical program entitled, “Celebrate the Gift”. Music and dance 
remind us that Jesus was born for all of the world. 



Angel  
Tree 

Each year Trinity UMC and Playschool join with 
Hornet’s Nest Elementary School to make Christmas a 
little happier for children in need in our community. 
Around the middle of November, there will be a 
Christmas tree located right as you enter the 
Playschool with 80 little angels on it that represent 40 
little angels in our community.  Each child has two 
angels on the tree, one that lists their toy dreams for 
Christmas and one that lists their clothing sizes.  The 
staff at Hornet’s Nest has said that it makes such a 
difference in these children’s lives when they return to 
school after the holidays in their new clothes.  These 
children’s families don’t have the money to shop for 
school clothes like our children have.  

Not only do these gifts of kindness make a huge 
difference in the lives of these children, it makes a 
difference in the lives of the parents as well.  

There was a little girl who was very sick and 
would die without a blood transfusion.  Her older 
brother who was still quite young was the best match, 
so the parents ask the brother if he would be willing to 
do this for his sister.  To the parents surprise the 
little boy ask could he have some time to think about it.  
In a couple days the little boy said that he would do it.  
As the child lay on the table in the hospital giving some 
life saving blood, he looked up and asked the nurse, 
“How much longer?”   “How much longer until what?” she 
replied.  “Until I die,” the little boy said.  That precious 
child thought that he had to give all of his blood to his 
little sister, that she might live.  The Angel Tree 
presents are a lot like that.  You will never see the 
child’s excited face as they open their gift or get a gift 
in return.  All you will know is that child will experience 
agape love and that will be reward enough. 

  Please bring your wrapped presents in no later 
than Friday, December 14th.  Attach your angel securely 
on the package.  If you have more than one package 
wrapped and need additional angels for your child come 
and see Claudia.  The numbers on the angels identify 
the child and help us to check and make sure all the 
angels are back in and no child will be left out.  You will 
notice that from the sizes and items listed that some 
of these children are older or younger than elementary 
age.  If a child from the elementary school becomes 
one of our angels, we include that child’s brothers and 
sisters also. 

On the bulletin board outside of Claudia’s office 
you will find a sign up sheet for last minute elves. These 
are the people who agree to go shopping at the last 
minute,  for any child whose angel is not returned.  

If you have any questions about “Angel Tree” 
see Claudia. 

 
 
 
 
 
Operation  
Christmas Child 
 Don’t forget to pack a shoebox for Samaritan Purse. 
Doing this simple act of packing a shoebox and taking 
an angel off of the Angel Tree are two sure fire ways 
to show your children what the true meaning of 
Christmas is. If you can give this to your children, you 
will have succeeded in giving them the best gift they 
will receive this Christmas. You can use a shoe box from 
home but we ask that you consider using plastic shoe 
boxes. The plastic box becomes a lasting treasure to a 
family that has so little. Dollar Trees and similar dollar 
stores across the area are set up to support this 
project and have everything you need to fill your boxes.  

On Sunday, November 18th we will have the 
dedication service for the shoeboxes at our 11:00AM 
church service. We ask that you and your children 
attend that Sunday. The children (playschool children 
and their older brothers and sisters and Trinity’s 
member’s children) start the service by carrying in the 
boxes and placing them by the altar. It is one of the 
most beautiful sights that you will ever see.  Claudia 
and some other playschool staff will be out front at 
10:45 on that Sunday. Drop the children off with us and 
then you can go into the sanctuary.  Talk to Claudia or 
your child’s teacher if you have any questions. Flyers 
that will tell you exactly how to pack the boxes are 
located on the front table as you enter the playschool. 
Also see Claudia if you need more flyers for family 
members or friends. Tell everyone you know about this 
so there will be plenty of boxes for the children who 
need them. Turn in your boxes to your child’s classroom 
by Friday, November 16th.  

Thank you, in advance for 
loving these children. 
 
 



With Love from Miss Claudia 
      Everyone knows, parents of 
preschoolers have a tough 
job. There never seems to 
be enough hours in the day. 
It’s hard to remember going out to 
dinner where conversations dealt with discussions 
of politics, current events, your plans and dreams; adult 
talk. Meals out now normally consist of wolfing down your 
meal and not remembering what you ate after you’re done. 
Conversations go like this, “Please quit playing in your 
food.” “Stop putting your finger in your sister’s ear.” “No, 
you can’t go to the bathroom; you just went 5 minutes 
ago.” “We came to eat, not to play the video games.” Does 
this sound familiar? From someone who has been there and 
done that I want to let you know what is actually 
happening. As crazy as your life may seem now, you are 
storing up fantastic memories.  
     One of my sweetest memories is the night my husband 
and I took the children, ages two and four, to a fancy 
restaurant. I don’t know what they were thinking, but they 
sat us at a table right in the middle of the dining room. 
We spent the first couple minutes answering questions and 
listening to remarks like, “Mama, Daddy, Why is it so dark 
in here?” “Here Mama, they gave me too many forks. Hey, 
they gave you too many forks too.” “Hey look, if you unroll 
this thing you can use it for a place mat.” “Mama, move 
your dish and glass and I’ll fix you a place mat, too.” I 
suddenly lost my appetite. I was a nervous wreak, thinking 
of all the things that could go wrong as I watched both 
children delight in drinking their water from delicate 
crystal stem glasses. This meal was not what I imagined; 
“Why didn’t we just go to McDonald’s?”  After a few 
minutes with no more questions or any mishaps, I began to 
relax just a little, but I still wasn’t having a good time. I 
turned to my husband to remark on how good the kids had 
behaved for the last couple minutes. I noticed a half smile 
on his face and he nodded toward our son. I turned and 
there our two and a half year old sat with a long bread 
stick sticking out of each ear. 
      After all these years I can still see Matthew sitting 
there in his corduroy Osh Gosh overalls, his blond hair, 
rosy checks and those crazy bread sticks coming out of 
his ears. I will always believe that that little boy knew his 
Mama needed to relax and quit stressing. And believe me, 
the sight of one of my kids who had done something even 
more outrageous than I could have imagined, caused me to 
relax and start enjoying my meal. Not only had Matthew 
not embarrassed us, everyone around us was smiling and 
our little boy had brought them joy.  
       During the month of November when our thoughts are 
of thanksgiving, don’t forget to thank God every day for 
your children, not only when they are lying in bed like 
sleeping angels, but as they are building precious memories 
with their daily antics. 

    
 
 

Fall Fundraiser 
 
Our first fundraiser will begin November 
1st and run through November 16th. You 
will be receiving your packet soon!! If 
every family does their part you will be 
amazed at what we can accomplish for 
our school.   Throughout the year the 
Playschool has Fundraisers to fund 
the Scholarship Program and special 
projects that exceed our yearly budget. It is our 
wish that no child is kept from attending Trinity Playschool 
because of the inability to pay the full tuition. Last year we 
were able to pay all scholarship expenses and make major 
improvements to classroom equipment. This year we hope to 
do the same. Thank you for your participation. 
 

Reading with Mr. Howard 
       Last month Lisa Hunter came in excited over an 

educator that she had heard speak at 
Huntersville UMC.  We decided to 
invite him to do a workshop for our 
staff. Mr. Wallace Howard, worked for 

years as a kindergarten teacher with 
CMS and left to spend his time putting his ideas into a 
program which had some new common sense ideas which 
could prepare children to be better readers. The program 
which he created concentrates more on the sound a letter 
makes than the name of the letter. While realizing that 
children learn best when the activity involves movement, 
he developed a series of actions to trigger the association 
with the letter’s sound. This program was created with 
kindergarteners in mind, but as we listened to Mr. Wallace 
we realized that this program would not only be beneficial 
to our four year olds but also possibly our threes. 
        We were very enthusiastic about the program after 
the workshop. “Miss” Susan was bathing her one year old 
granddaughter later that night and picked up the pack of 
Mr. Howard’s cards. To her surprise Elizabeth watched 
her grandmother make the sound accompanied by the 
action and she repeated each sound perfectly. We 
realized that it was a real possibility that children have 
mastered the phonetic sounds even before they could talk. 
Mr. Howard was excited when he learned what had 
happened and agreed to work closely with Trinity as we 
used the key points of his program and adapted them to 
meet the needs of the preschoolers. Miss Debbie and Miss 
Susan have begun using the program with our four year 
olds. The children really enjoy it. We plan to begin to start 
experimenting in the younger classrooms in a couple of 
weeks. We have put copies of the article that appeared in 
the Huntersville Herald on the bulletin board by Claudia’s 
office about this program if you are interested in learning 
more. 
We have scheduled Mr. Howard to come to Trinity to lead 
a parent workshop in February. You will receive more 
information after the New Year. 


