
Hello Everyone,  

 It’s February!  And, this is maybe 
my least favorite month of the year.   

In our region, weather is mostly 
cloudy and wet.  Furthermore, there is very 
little to look forward to this month, except 
Groundhog Day, the Super Bowl; and, 
there’s the Daytona 500 and Valentine’s 
Day too!   

Well now, come to think of it, may-
be February does have more going for it 
than meets the eye!  After all, the season of 
Lent is just around the corner this month; 
and, it can be a really big deal for us if we 
choose. 

The season of Lent begins on Ash 
Wednesday (February 17th) and continues 
for forty days, not counting Sundays, end-
ing on Easter morning.  Lots of people use 
Lent to make some adjustments to their 
lives.  For example, I have heard folks say 
they stopped smoking during Lent, or they 
chose to lose weight.  The deal is that just 
about anything that we commit to doing for 
forty days can become a new habit or a bet-
ter lifestyle. 

And, this brings me to my old pal 
JTB (John the Baptist).  We get a whiff of 
him during Lent because back in the day, 
he made this big splash about repenting 
because the kingdom of God was at hand!  
He made this huge announcement regard-
ing the One who’d come after him.  In oth-
er words, he heralded Jesus’ coming. 

Mark gives us a pretty good Polaroid of this 
guy in his account.  “John wore clothing 
made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt 
around his waist, and he ate locusts and 
wild honey.  And this was his message: 
‘After me comes the one more powerful 
than I, the straps of whose sandals I am not 
worthy to stoop down and untie.  I baptize 
you with water, but he will baptize you with 
the Holy Spirit (Mark 4:6-8 NIV).’” 

 I don’t know about you, but this 
does not sound like some guy we’d want to 
invite over for Sunday dinner.  Dressed in 
camel’s hair and eating locusts sounds a 
wee bit off-putting to me, if you want to 
know the truth. 

 Matthew tells us, “John the Bap-
tist came, preaching in the wilderness of 
Judea and saying, ‘Repent, for the king-
dom of heaven has come near (Matthew 
3:1b & 2 NIV).’” 

 Neither Matthew’s description nor 
Mark’s description of JTB sounds all that 
flattering.  Imagine a character like this 
roaming the streets of our hometown, yell-
ing out loud and taking names!  He’d scare 
the daylights out of folks. 

If we modernize things a wee bit, I can en-
vision a fat-bellied sheriff pulling us over 
on a lonesome country road and saying, 
“Hey boy!  You’re in a heap of trouble!” 

 But here’s the deal.  Nothing could 
be further from the truth.  JTB was Jesus’ 
cousin.  And, he’d been awakened to the 
truth, the secret to a more excellent way of 
life: God loves the world! 

 And, John was extremely passion-
ate about wanting to share this message 
with everyone.  And, the core of his mes-
sage was repentance.  

 John is not using repentance as a 
battering ram or is he in any way being pu-
nitive.  He is not using it to scare the life 
out of folks or to coerce anyone by force. 

 He is using it as an invitation for us 
to change our minds.  The One coming af-
ter him, was the long-awaited Messiah; 
and, he would offer unconditional love and 
acceptance.  No wonder people were lining 
up in droves to be baptized. 

“Yes Lord!  I want some of this!  I want to 
be in that number!” 

 To repent means to see all of life 
differently, with eyes of understanding that 
God loves the whole-wide world.    

                                         continued inside 

 

 

 

FROM THE  PASTOR’S DESK ... “Recovering Sanity” 

For Church information visit: 
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Rev. Jimmy Howard—(Minister) - jhoward442@aol.com 
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When we sit with this notion for a while, the lights 
begin to turn on. 

 We see that we are not as solid and calloused 
as we once thought.  We can recognize that there is 
still openness inside of us, an enormous space for 
compassion as we live our daily lives. 

 Our sense of being separate from others or 
that feeling that we are the only ones who’ve felt a cer-
tain way or have had certain bad experiences, evapo-
rates as we understand that we are all part of the 
world that God loves.  Others can be seen as col-
leagues; and, we break then are able to break open to 
collaboration and unity. 

 Repentance can give us second chances and do
-overs as it becomes clear that we always have the op-
tion of changing our minds as to how we see things.  
We are able to understand what it means to be truly 
human; and, this widens our circles of compassion. 

 Repentance also allows us to see our problems 
and challenges in brand-new ways.  What were once 
struggles and trials are now used as fuel to awaken 
our hearts and build us up.  In other words, repent-
ance sees our circumstances, whatever they are, as the 
raw materials needed to rebuild a more solid, authen-
tic foundation for spiritual growth. 

 Our experiences have brought us here!  Christ 
can use them to build his Kingdom…us!  Oh, what a 
savior! 

 Through repentance, we are able to recognize 
our kinship with others and before we fly off the han-
dle with someone over a matter, we can offer the grace 
of a sacred pause to consider, “Just like me, they are 
dealing with lots of stuff!  So, for today, I will give 
them a pass.” 

 Finally, JTB is also offering us the grace of un-
conditional compassion for ourselves.  His invitation 
is to have an attitudinal change from criticism and 
blame to being able to relate on the spot with an open 
heart and an open mind to the aggressions, cravings 
and even denials that we find in ourselves and others. 

 Maybe in this spaciousness, we can learn to 
give away and share what we hold most dear.  
(Sometimes what we hold most dear are family se-
crets, those skeletons in every family’s closet that we 
think we’ve nailed shut, that we always fear will get 
out!   

  

out. We hold them dear because we fear that 
someone will find out!  But, in showing our 
kinship with others, JTB gives us permission 
to relax with the understanding that we’re all 
in the same boat…everybody has skeletons.) 

 At the end of the day, repentance al-
lows us to bring it all to the table; and, use all 
of life’s experiences to wake up compassion in 
order to give us the ability to take a fresh look.  
The Messiah brings light and life into the 
world.  The Kingdom was designed for times 
like these and people like us. 

 Jesus said, “For God did not send his 
Son into the world to condemn the world, but 
to save the world through him (John 3:17 
NIV).” 

 As we turn towards the light, Christ 
aids us in the recovery of our sanity.  So, re-
pent!  After all, the Kingdom of God is at 
hand.  Just sayin’! 

**************************** 

 

 

 

 

 

Re-

member our church library is FULL of all types of 
books to enjoy while you are home and social dis-
tancing.  Stop by the church library and grab a 
couple for you and the kids.  Honor system – take 
a book, read it and return it.  Repeat. 

Also, if you are cleaning out and have good books 
to donate our church library will take them to 
share as well.  There is a bin just inside the library 
door for donations. 

“There is more treasure in books than in all the 
pirate’s loot on Treasure Island.”  
                                                    Walt Disney     

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

               This past 
weekend a few Trinity people were caught “Feeding 
My Sheep”.  The following people helped to make 
72 bags and 20 plates from Trinity’s 2020 BBQ.  
These were then taken downtown and passed out 
among people living in tents. They were able to enjoy 
bbq sandwiches, slaw, chips, oatmeal cookies and 
apples.  Thank you ..David Stroupe, Jimmy Hunter, 
Cindy Hough, Peg Hough, Lisa Laney, and Chuck 
Laney. 
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Pizza Night & Movie Night? A great social distancing event 
you can have with your family at home! Trinity UMC Pre-
school can help you with that. We are now selling Little 
Ceasars Pizza Kits, Crazy Bread, Cookies, and more – for as 
little as $19! Each pizza kit makes 3 large pizzas for $22! We 
are offering pepperoni, cheese, thin crust, or personal pan 
pizza. These are frozen kits that you make in your own kitch-
en! Plan a pizza/movie night with the family and enjoy a Lit-
tle Ceasars pizza without leaving the house! You can order 
from anyone at the Preschool to pay with cash/check or you 
can order ONLINE to pay with a card! If you order online, 
we ask that you let us know. 

To order online visit: https://www.pizzakit.com/fundraising-
products?shop=1&t=lc&sf=1  and simply enter the fundrais-
ing ID: 389120 

This fundraiser ends February 12th – so go ahead and place 
your order today! Orders will be delivered the first week of 
March.  

All proceeds will go to the General Budget at Trinity UMC 
Preschool. The general budget will help to purchase art sup-
plies, cleaning supplies, etc. Thank you! 

This coming Sunday, January 31st is the third Sunday of the 
“Arrrmor of God” series that Trinity’s 3rd through 5th grad-

ers are working on during the 
Sunday School hour at the 
church. (10:00am)  Please be 
sure to have your children at 
church at 10am to join this fun 
filled learning experience.  
This Sundays theme is “Ye 
Olde Hook and Buckle”  
Paul tells us to wear the belt 
of truth and to wield the 

sword of the Spirit.  When we listen to God’s Holy Spirit, we 
will know God’s truth, and we can find direction for our lives. 

https://www.pizzakit.com/fundraising-products?shop=1&t=lc&sf=1
https://www.pizzakit.com/fundraising-products?shop=1&t=lc&sf=1
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THANK YOU to our Trinity 

Church Family for your many acts 

of kindness shown to our family 

during our father (Bain Sharar) 

passing.  Your cards, calls, meals, 

memorial donations and prayers 

have meant so much to us. 

Patricia Darnell and Joyce Stewart 

RETIREMENT  HOME  
RESIDENTS 
Old Knox-David Todd 
North Lake House— Mary Moore 
Homebound—Kenneth Alexander,  
                 Curtis Buchanan 
 
PRAYER LIST 
Kenneth Alexander, Curtis Bu-
chanan,  Ronald Griffin, Randy & 
Denesa Lawson,  Chet Kidd,  Car-
olyn Miller, Mary Moore,   Kathy 
Watson 

 
 

 

 
TITHES and OFFERINGS  

Needed Weekly—$5,078.56 

Received—  

The last few weeks you may of no-
ticed we have not had amounts re-
ceived in the newsletters or you may 
of noticed that your checks to Trinity 
have not cleared the bank.  This is 
due to our own Denesa Lawson hav-
ing COVID and not being able to 
make our deposits.  She is thankfully 
doing much better and you should 
see these clearing your banks this 
week.  We thank you for your contin-
ued patience and prayers during these 
crazy times. 

 

 

 

 
 

***In case of an emergency you can 
reach Rev. Howard by calling 704-
458-8187 , Ronna Privette @ 704-
619-4647    

 
 

Worship Helpers and  Prayer Request 

   answering Jesus’ call to:                                            CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 
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“FEED MY SHEEP” 

 Trinity has many ways besides this 
newsletter in which we communicate 
with the church and community.  

 You can visit us on our website at 
(www.trinityumcofcharlotte.com) 

Through our Facebook page (Trinity 
United Methodist Church) 

Through weekly phone tree calls.  
All we need is your phone number to 
receive these. 

Through our weekly e-mail newslet-
ters and this once a month mail out 
newsletters.   

Through Monday-Thursday morning 
blog/devotional by the pastor 
through your e-mail. 

If you are not seeing all of these  we 
probably do not have your current 
information.  If you need help get-
ting set up please call the church 
office you can leave us your phone 
number and e-mail address. 

 


